134       TO THE PRINCES AND THEIR PEOPLE

don No. 50, which I published on 2 6th December, will stand good.
The suggestions you make regarding personnel of the Committee
are not in accordance with the terms of that Notification, and I do
not feel justified in accepting them or your other suggestions.
The responsibility of ensuring that the Committee shall consist
of suitable members, truly representative of various interests of
the State, rests on me as Ruler of Rajkot, and it is a responsibility
of which I cannot divest myself. In the best interests of my State
and my people, it is impossible for me to allow any one else to
have the final decision in a matter of such vital importance. As
I have previously assured, it is my earnest hope that the Committee
may be able to start work in a calm atmosphere at the earliest pos-
sible moment so that there may be no delay in introducing such
reforms as may be found to be necessary.

Yours sincerely,
DHARMENDRASINH      t

VI

"ADDS FUEL TO THE FIRE"

"If the Thakore Saheb's letter is the last word, my fast has to
continue to the end of my time on this earth. I shall undergo
the ordeal, I hope, with a cheerful heart, and I know also that
what may not take place in my life-time will take place, -without
the shadow of a doubt, after the sacrifice."

Commenting on the Thakore SaheV s reply,, Gaf?dhiji said
(March 3):

I axn sorry for this reply. I cannot help saying that
the Thakore Saheb has been badly advised. The reply
adds fuel to the Ere. Considerations urged in the letter
became irrelevant when he gave the following note to the
Sardar:

e Agreed seven members of the Committee mentioned in clause
z of the said announcement of this date are to be recommended
by Sardar Patel and they are to be nominated by us/

The language is unequivocal and emphatic. The
Thakote Saheb, in giving that note, divested himself of
the responsibility of choosing the nominees. The res-
ponsibility of nomination rests "with the Thakore Saheb,
but the nomination is conditioned by the ^act that the
names had to be recommended by the Sardar. There-